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Message From the State Director:
 
I want to thank all of the schools which will be participating in the Fall Leadership Conference. The response was overwhelmingly positive, yet we did not anticipate the vast number of participants who registered. Unfortunately we had to make some adjustments in order to comply with the venue. I want to sincerely thank all of the schools who graciously understood and helped us to adjust the numbers as we adapt to all of the changes within the organization. I want to thank all of the advisors, who were impacted, for your patience and understanding. We are already looking into booking much larger venues for next year, so that we are able to accommodate all of the dedicated advisors and students who wish to attend! Thank you to everyone who has been working so hard to help us reach our standards of excellence!
 
Accommodations for Judges and Cluster Coordinators
 
If you are in need of rooms for the day you are judging, please reach out to me, and I will arrange the accommodations for you ASAP. I will begin booking rooms next week. Thank you!
*Please be conscientious of the due dates for paperwork, registration, and conferences. These dates are imperative and time-sensitive. 
 
Fall Leadership Conference T-Shirts
 
Please tell your students that we will have SkillsUSA T-shirts available for sale at the venue for $5, if they are interested in purchasing merchandise. 
 
NJ-SkillsUSA Hospitality Cluster Meeting Details:
  
DATE: Monday, January 30, 2023 
Time: 9:30 am- 1:30 pm 
Location: Wegmans 15 Woodbridge Center Dr, Woodbridge Township, NJ 07095 
Who: Advisors only
Contest: Bakers Aide, Food Service, Restaurant Service, MRE, Commercial Baking, Wedding Cake, Culinary Arts
 
AGENDA  
  9:30 am Arrival Wegmans 2nd floor 
10:00 am Wegmans presentation 
10:30 am Bakers Aide Review and MRE updates 
11:00 am Commercial Baking & Wedding Cake review and updates 
12:00 am Lunch 
  1:00 am Food Service, Restaurant Service Culinary Arts review and updates 
  1:30 am End time  
*R.S.V.P by Monday, January 9, 2023 
 
News From Your National Office 
(Please take advantage of some of these great opportunities for you and your students!)
The Best Way to Build a Successful SkillsUSA Chapter 
You know you’re having a great year in SkillsUSA, so why not be recognized for it? Did you elect officers, hold chapter meetings and engage in chapter activities? Then take it to the next level: complete the Chapter Excellence Program Quality Chapter application and receive the recognition your chapter has earned.
Start your SkillsUSA Chapter Excellence Program (CEP) application today and earn recognition for your chapter. The online application is on the main page of the membership registration site. Once you log in to your school account, follow these directions for accessing the application. We’ve also developed the “Build a Successful SkillsUSA Chapter Teacher’s Guide 2.0”. The guide offers simple and easy steps to follow on completing the application, engaging students in the process and infusing the SkillsUSA Framework into chapter activities.
For questions or help, contact SkillsUSA Customer Care at 844-875-4557 or by email. You can also take advantage of a one-on-one coaching session with our CEP and Program of Work (PoW) coach, Kelli Engelbrecht. Schedule your 30-minute Zoom coaching appointment here, or call her at 573-321-1322. During the coaching session, learn how to integrate the SkillsUSA Framework, articulate your SMART goals and select and evaluate Essential Elements within your CEP application.
New SkillsUSA Master Scholarship Application Now Open
SkillsUSA scholarships are available to both high school and college/postsecondary student members. Students can now apply for multiple scholarships by completing a single SkillsUSA master scholarship application. Eligibility criteria for each scholarship is noted on the application so that students know which scholarships they may be eligible to receive.
The SkillsUSA master scholarship is now open until April 1, 2023, and is available here. For more SkillsUSA scholarship resources, including a guide on how to submit a quality application, visit the scholarships page on the SkillsUSA website. If you have questions, contact Megan Flinn.
Advisors: Print Membership Cards Instantly
The SkillsUSA registration site offers a feature that allows advisors to print student and professional membership cards when they join. This website feature provides each member with a printed membership card. Each school or organization can print individual cards one per page or print multiple professional cards to a single page using the batch print option. The card printing option is available when advisors log on to the membership registration website.
Honorary Life and Outstanding Career and Technical Educator Nominations Open
If you would like to nominate an individual for recognition by SkillsUSA as an Honorary Life Member or Outstanding Career and Technical Educator, please complete the online applications here. The deadline is Feb. 15. If you have questions, contact Laura Rauch.
SkillsUSA Logo Generator Back on the Brand Portal
Would you like an official SkillsUSA logo for your chapter? That’s why the SkillsUSA Logo Generator was created. Find it (along with other brand-related assets) on our Brand Portal. Just click on the “Brand Assets” banner and then the “Logo Generator” button. From there, decide whether you want a one- or two-line version, enter your chapter name and download the files. If you need help, please contact Scott Price, our design and digital communications manager.
AmazonSmile Purchases Benefit SkillsUSA
Support SkillsUSA as your charity of choice while shopping through Amazon this holiday season. To order your purchases through AmazonSmile, search for “SkillsUSA Inc.” or visit this link. AmazonSmile donates a percentage of all purchases made through this link directly to SkillsUSA.
SkillsUSA Technical Fridays Workshops
Join us for “SkillsUSA Technical Fridays,” a series of virtual workshops led by industry experts to help teachers develop specific technical skills relevant to their career fields. Leave the sessions with new knowledge and skills to implement in the classroom. Learn more about the workshops here.
On Dec. 9, from 4-5 p.m. ET, Arnaz Dotivala — a cosmetologist with 40 years of experience, a lead teacher in Virginia for personal services and a curriculum and instruction specialist — will share the steps to implementing a formal project-based learning assignment and unique ideas to engage cosmetology students across various topics. Workshops are free but space is limited. Register here. If you have questions, contact Karolina Belen.
The SkillsUSA Store Featured Product
This adorable SkillsUSA llama is a perfect holiday gift — the 6” tall llama is full of personality and features a red SkillsUSA bandana! This new product debuted at the 2022 National Leadership & Skills Conference this summer and was a big hit. Check out the SkillsUSA Store to find gifts for everyone on your holiday shopping list: chapter leaders, advisors, school administrators and program supporters.

